Freedom to be Yourself:

The Liberal Democrat Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender Manifesto 2001

Liberal Democrats will:


Step up the fight against HIV/AIDS and increase backing for the development of an AIDS vaccine.



Tackle hate crimes by establishing police hate crime investigation units to co-ordinate information and 
action against racist, homophobic and other hate crimes.


Strengthen the fight against discrimination with an Equality Act.



Establish a scheme for the civil registration of partnerships.

This document contains Federal Liberal Democrat policy, except in areas where policy of the Scottish and Welsh Liberal Democrats applies. A full costing document will be published at the same time as the General Election manifesto.
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A Message from Charles Kennedy:

The ideals of freedom and social justice are why I am involved in politics, and why I am a member of the Liberal Democrats. Social justice is partly about tackling the divides between rich and poor in Britain. But it is also about ensuring that Britain is a just society for all, regardless of their gender or sexuality.


Liberal Democrats have a consistent track record on lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender rights. We have given these issues a clear priority in our work in Parliament, where Labour's nervous promises have not been matched by determined action. The issue of sexual orientation discrimination in the workplace is serious and must be addressed; Section 28 is as wrong now as it was in 1988 and must go; transgender people must have full civil rights; and same-sex partners must be properly recognised within the law.


The civil liberty agenda is ground upon which the Liberal Democrats have stood fast. We will continue to stand fast throughout this election and into the next Parliament. With your support, we can win more votes and more seats to be a still more powerful voice for equal rights for all.

Charles Kennedy, Leader of the Liberal Democrats

The Liberal Democrat Philosophy 
"The Liberal Democrats exist to build and safeguard a fair, free and open society, in which we seek to balance the fundamental values of liberty, equality and community, and in which no-one shall be enslaved by poverty, ignorance or conformity... Upholding these principles of individual and social justice, we reject all prejudice and discrimination based upon race, colour, religion, age, disability, sex or sexual orientation" 

Preamble to the Liberal Democrat Constitution
The Liberal Democrats put freedom first. Freedom is about promoting independence for individuals and communities. For many actions, the lowest appropriate level to make decisions must remain the individual, with the opportunity to live our lives as we choose, without trampling the rights of others. We celebrate diversity, and believe that every individual is too important to be bullied. Freedom also needs fairness. We want to see social justice in Britain, which means equality before the law and fighting the inequalities and threats that people face because of their sexuality or gender identity. Liberal Democrats will not tolerate a society where some are treated as second class citizens.

For most groups in society, equal opportunities are gradually replacing discrimination. Discrimination on the basis of sex, disability or race, for example, is not only frowned upon, but illegal. However, while there have been many piecemeal improvements over recent years, discrimination on the grounds of sexual orientation or gender identity is still legal, often seen as acceptable, and sometimes set in the law itself. This must change. Ignoring equal opportunities for some undermines a decent society for all. It is a key role of the state to enhance liberty, enabling each individual to seek personal fulfilment and enrich all the community. A society that values diversity and is based on equal rights for all is a stronger, more open society. 

The Liberal Democrats have been unwavering advocates of equality and individual rights for lesbians, gay men, bisexuals and transgender people. The voice of minorities should never be silenced because of political expedience - and we have not let that happen. You have the chance to support the team with the strongest record demanding equality and promoting diversity across Britain. In Scotland, where the Liberal Democrats are part of the government, Section 28 has been abolished. Labour on their own at Westminster have failed to achieve this.

The Liberal Democrats are the only people who can deliver this because only we put freedom first. We are the only political party whose primary mission is to protect, promote and proclaim freedom, delivering new opportunities to every citizen in a liberal society. That is the challenge for Britain in 2001. That is what this document is all about.

Freedom to Live: Health

Health is a fundamental freedom. No-one can fulfil their potential without good health. We will invest more in early detection and prevention, saving money in the long run as well as achieving better levels of health.  We will:

· Extend legislation against discrimination on grounds of disability to include perceived disabilities such as HIV infection, and give patients access to independent advocates. We will also make more tests available in GP surgeries and pharmacies for HIV/AIDS, maintaining the availability of counselling, and develop new NHS National Service Frameworks on hepatitis C and HIV and AIDS. 

We also advocate fair and effective aid policies to address the greatest problems of developing countries and promote democracy and human rights. As part of this programme, we will:

· Step up the fight against HIV/AIDS. We will increase backing for the development of an AIDS vaccine.  We will support large-scale AIDS/HIV education programmes and press for mother to child AIDS treatment drugs to be made available more cheaply.

“Liberal Democrats believe that everyone should have access to the best standard of health care.  As such we aim to improve the good work which the NHS already does but to ensure that it also promotes better health througheducation and screening.  Crucially, equality of access based on clinical need is the cornerstone of our health policies.  This is a real chance for real change - for everybody.”
Nick Harvey, Liberal Demcrat Shadow Health Secretary  
Freedom from Crime: Law and Order
We all want freedom from crime and the fear of crime that blights the lives of many people. The state must offer all its citizens equal and adequate protection in law enforcement, and equal treatment under the law. Government must help free individuals from oppression, but it is equally important that government itself does not become oppressive. 

The law and the police have a mixed record in providing support to lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender people. The Liberal Democrats will reform the law and build on the good practice established by many police forces, to make the police more effective and increase public confidence in them from all sections of society. We will:

· Tackle hate crimes. We will establish police hate crime investigation units to co-ordinate information and action against racist, homophobic and other hate crimes. We will also legislate against hate crimes and incitement to hatred by widening current legislation to include all hate crimes on the same basis as that existing for racially motivated crime.
· Make the police more accountable.  Public confidence in the police has declined. As well as seeking to improve the visibility of the police and improving police relations with the whole community, we will create a genuinely independent police complaints system to deal with complaints speedily, efficiently and impartially. We will encourage police forces to be more representative of the communities they serve.

· Ensure that fostering and adoption law and practice are based on the suitability of individual fosterers and the needs of the child.

“Hate crimes, based simply on someone’s personal identity, are particularly abhorrent.  By strengthening the criminal justice response to hate crimes, a clear message will be sent out.”

Simon Hughes, Liberal Democrat Shadow Home Secretary

Freedom to be Yourself: Civil Liberties
Civil liberties are the basis of a genuinely free society. Civil liberties are about protecting individuals’ freedoms from all those who would attack them – lawbreakers and lawmakers alike. They are essential to a liberal society in which people are enabled to fulfil their potential and make informed choices about their lives. Civil liberties must be promoted not only by fairer new laws, but also by attacking discrimination and changing attitudes to celebrate diversity as a source of strength.

Civil Liberties are at the core of our critique of the other parties. Both are dominated by illiberal, authoritarian desires to interfere in people's lives. The Labour Government has been too quick to boss people around, and not quick enough to tackle discrimination. Labour's habit of saying anything to anyone has repeatedly led them to smile in friendship to the lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender community, then back down as soon as they are put under pressure by the friends of bigotry. They refused Liberal Democrat proposals to tackle homophobic attacks, and delayed attempts to get rid of Section 28 until too late in the Parliament to succeed. The Conservatives pushed through Section 28 and have fought vociferously to keep it. While some individual Tories have stood up for decency, the party today uses the extremist rhetoric of hate to try to profit by prejudice. Labour's fear of doing much to change anything hardly challenges such attitudes. 

Liberal Democrats will strip away discriminatory laws and establish a strong framework of individual rights, extending the protection already afforded by European law, so that the rights of the individual outweigh the power of the Government to tell them what to do. Discrimination against lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender people must end, in law, in the workplace, in the armed forces and in society. As a basis for the freedom to live their own lives, transgender people need the ability to change their birth certificate. The key to all this will be our Equality Act. We will:

· Strengthen the fight against discrimination with an Equality Act.  This will fight unfair discrimination on whatever grounds, including race, sex, religion, sexual orientation, disability, age or gender identity.  A new Equality Commission will be able to investigate potential breaches of the Act and take action in its own name. We will also create a separate Human Rights Commission to safeguard human rights.

· Establish a scheme for the civil registration of partnerships.  This will give two unrelated adults who wish to register a settled personal relationship legal rights which are at present only available to married couples, including for example maintenance, property, inheritance, pensions, immigration, tax and social security, rights as next of kin, adoption and fostering and employee benefits.

· Repeal Section 28 of the 1988 Local Government Act, which gives legal sanction to discrimination, prevents schools taking effective measures against bullying and hampers responsible sex education.

· Free immigration laws from discrimination. We will ensure that immigration policy is non-discriminatory in its application. We will reform current immigration laws so families of all kinds are not divided.
· Support recent European anti-discrimination legislation. We will back measures under Article 13 of the Treaty of Amsterdam on anti-discrimination. This includes employment legislation and action.
· Promote equal opportunities in the armed forces. We will oppose unfair discrimination in the forces.

· Protect privacy. Privacy is protected by the European Convention on Human Rights which is now incorporated into UK law. We believe that there should be a presumption in favour of an individual's freedom from intrusion into their private life and that it should be up to the Government to prove the need for it.
“The purpose of the proposed Equality Act is to extend the life chances of people disadvantaged through belonging to groups discriminated against by British Society.  These people have suffered the whiplash of rejection and the knowledge that they are not valued as individuals. To right this wrong, and to make meaningful the concept of citizenship, of living in a civilised society, we need the statutory remedy of true and enforceable equality before the law.” 

Lord Navnit Dholakia, President of the Liberal Democrats
